
S T U D Y  G U I D E

Click Clack Moo



ATTENDING A PERFORMANCE 
The concert hall at Tilles Center seats 2,188 people. Krasnoff Theater at Tilles 
Center seats 509 people. When you attend a performance at Tilles Center, there 
are a few things you should remember: 

ARRIVAL 
• Plan to arrive approximately 30 minutes prior to the show.

• Performances cannot be held for late buses.

• LIU Post Public Safety will direct buses to parking areas.

• Remain seated on the bus until instructed to unload.

• Please stagger chaperones throughout the group to help keep students in line
and moving quickly to the seating area.

• Groups are directed into the theater in the order that they arrive.

BEING SEATED (IMPORTANT!) 
• Upon entering the theater, ushers will direct students and teachers to sit row

by row. Students will be seated in the order which they enter the building.
Groups from your school may be seated separately from one another
throughout the theatre. We ask that at least one chaperone is assigned to
every 15 students for grades Pre-K- 5, and one chaperone to every 30
students for grades 5-12. We recommend that a teacher or chaperone sit
at the end of each row of students in the theatre. With adequate adult
supervision, students which may be seated in different sections of the
theatre will have enough chaperones to ensure safety. We ask for your full
cooperation with this procedure in order to start the show on time!

• Please allow ushers to seat your group in its entirety before making
adjustments within the row. This allows us to continue seating groups that
arrive after you. Once the entire group is seated you may rearrange students in
new seats and use the restrooms.

• Schools are not allowed to change their seats.

• All students must be supervised by a teacher at all times including when
going to the restroom - high school students are no exception.



DURING THE SHOW 
• There is no food or drink permitted in the theater or lobby areas.

• Photography and audio/video recording are not permitted during the
performance.

• Please turn off (or leave behind) all electronic devices, including cell phones,
portable games, cameras, and recording equipment. Keep them off for the entire
performance. The devices may interfere with the theater’s sound system as well
as being disruptive to both the audience and the actors. And please – no texting
or checking messages during the show!

• Please do not disturb the performers and other members of the audience by
talking.

• If something in the show is meant to be funny, laughter is encouraged!

• Please do not leave and re-enter the theater during the performance.

• There is no intermission; visit the restroom prior to the start of the
show. Performances generally run 50 - 60 minutes.

EMERGENCY CANCELLATIONS 
If schools throughout the area are closed due to inclement weather, Tilles Center 
performances will be cancelled. If, on the day prior to a performance, it appears that 
inclement weather may cause a performance to be cancelled, all schools will be called 
by our staff to alert them to this possibility. School representatives should periodically 
check the Tilles Center website (tillescenter.org) when winter weather advisories and 
warnings are in effect. Updates will be posted regularly on the home page.  On the 
morning of the performance a message will be posted on the website no later than 6:30 
AM indicating if the performance has been cancelled.  

If a performance is cancelled, Tilles Center will attempt to reschedule performances on 
a date mutually agreeable to the artists and the majority of ticket buyers.  



YOUR ROLE AS AN AUDIENCE MEMBER

TO THE TEACHER: 
An essential component needed to create a live performance is the audience. Please 
talk with your students about what it means to be an audience member and how a “live” 
performance is different from TV and movies. Please share the following information 
with your students prior to your visit to Tilles Center. Some performances may involve 
audience participation so students should behave appropriately, given the nature of the 
performance and the requests of the artists on the stage. By discussing appropriate 
audience behavior, as a class ahead of time, the students will be better prepared to 
express their enthusiasm in acceptable ways during the performance.    

BEING AN AUDIENCE MEMBER: 
Audience members play an important role— until an audience shows up, the performers 
are only rehearsing! When there is a “great house” (an outstanding audience) it makes 
the show even better, because the artists feel a live connection with everyone who is 
watching them.   
When the “house lights” (the lights in the part of the theater where the audience is 
sitting) go down, everyone feels a thrill of anticipation. Focus all your attention on the 
stage and watch and listen carefully to the performance. The most important quality of a 
good audience member is the ability to respond appropriately to what’s happening on 
stage… sometimes it’s important to be quiet, but other times, it’s acceptable to laugh, 
clap, or make noise! If the audience watches in a concentrated, quiet way, this supports 
the performers and they can do their best work. They can feel that you are with them!  

The theater is a very “live” space. This means that sound carries very well, usually all 
over the auditorium. Theaters are designed in this way so that the voices of singers and 
actors can be heard. It also means that any sounds in the audience - whispering, 
rustling papers, or speaking - can be heard by other audience members and by the 
performers. This can destroy everyone’s concentration and spoil a performance. Do not 
make any unnecessary noise that would distract the people sitting around you. Be 
respectful!  

Applause is the best way for an audience in a theater to share its enthusiasm and to 
appreciate the performers, so feel free to applaud at the end of the performance. At the 
end of the performance, it is customary to continue clapping until the curtain drops or 
the lights on stage go dark. During the curtain call, the performers bow to show their 
appreciation to the audience. If you really enjoyed the performance, you might even 
thank the artists with a standing ovation!   



CLICK, CLACK Moo 
STUDY GUIDE 

Dear Teacher,
We have created the following study guide to help make your students’ theater experience with 
Click Clack Moo as meaningful as possible.  For many, it will be their first time viewing a live 
theatrical production.  We have learned that when teachers discuss the play with their students 
before and after the production, the experience is more significant and long-lasting.  Our study 
guide provides pre and post production discussion topics, as well as related activity sheets.  These 
are just suggestions; please feel free to create your own activities and areas for discussion. We 
hope you and your class enjoy the show! 

Background 
Our play is based on the book, Click Clack Moo by author Doreen Cronin with illustrations by Betsy 
Lewin. 

The Story 
• Farmer Brown has a smooth-running farm where the cows make milk and the chickens lay eggs.

On the surface everything seems to be fine, but the truth is that the animals aren’t very happy. 
Every night the barn gets very cold and in the morning the animals are very cranky as a result. 

• Farmer Brown’s granddaughter Jenny visits farm with her laptop computer, so that she can keep in
touch with her friends back home.

All illustrations in this Study Guide are from CLICK, CLACK, MOO  
by Doreen Cronin with illustrations by Betsy Lewin.   Used with permission of Pippin Properties, Inc. 



 
• Duck explains to the animals that he stays warm because of the down in his feathers which the 

farmer uses to make blankets. The cows decide that they want blankets too but don’t know how 
they can communicate their wishes to Farmer Brown.  When Jenny leaves her laptop and printer in 
the barn, the animals figure out how to type a note to Farmer Brown requesting blankets. 
 

• When Farmer Brown refuses their request, the cows decide to go on strike. They send a new note 
saying they will not give milk until they get blankets. The Farmer decides he doesn’t need to sell 
milk.  Instead he’ll just sell eggs. In turn, the cows convince the chickens to join in the strike until 
the Farmer meets their demands. 
 

• Jenny helps negotiate an agreement between the animals and Farmer Brown while Duck runs back 
and forth with demands from both sides.  Finally, in exchange for the laptop, Farmer Brown gives 
the animals blankets.  Of course once Duck gets the laptop, he has some demands of his own. 

 
 
Before Seeing the Play 
 
1. You may want to read Click Clack Moo: Cows that Type  and review the plots and 

characters with your students. 
 
2.  Discuss the ways humans communicate with each other (face to face, phone, email, 

text) Then discuss how animals communicate with each other. How do humans and 
animals communicate with each other? What do you think animals would say to us if 
they could talk? 

 
3. Discuss how humans and animals are alike and different. What are some things people 

can do that animals can’t? (talk, drive, cook) Name some activities that both animals 
and humans can do. (eat, find shelter, protect their young) What can animals do that 
humans can’t? (see in the dark, breathe underwater, fly) You can even make a Venn 
diagram of all three. 

 
4. Ask the class if they can name any stories where animals behave like humans. (The 

Three Bears, The Three Pigs, Max & Ruby stories) Discuss the concept of 
“personification,” when an author gives an animal human characteristics. 

 
 
After Seeing the Play 
 
1. Ask your students how the play was different from the book Click Clack Moo: Cows that 

Type you read.  How was it the same? Discuss the costumes. How did the actors portray 
the farm animals? 

 
2. Farmer Brown was very upset by the idea of giving the cows blankets. Why do you think 

the idea bothered him so much? Did he do the right thing in the end? What else could 
he have done? 

 
3. The cows and chickens were unhappy in the barn. What else could they have asked for 

other than blankets? What would animals in a zoo ask for? A circus? 
 
 



Activities 
Creative Dramatics 

• Perform the story as a readers theater exercise. Go to the link: 
http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/2277.html  

 
Assign parts to the students and copy the script. Practice as a class and 
schedule a performance for other students or parents. 
 

Creative Writing 
1. Ask the students to write letters from their pets to themselves. (use a 

relative’s or friend’s pet if they don’t have one) What would the pet ask 
for? What might they want to change in the house? Have students draw a 
picture of the pet and display the picture with the letters on a bulletin 
board. 

 
2. Give students writing prompts to complete the sentences or begin a 

paragraph or story: 
• Living on a farm would be… 
• I like to keep warm by… 
• If my pet could talk, it would say… 
• My favorite thing to do on a computer is… 

 
 

 
Bibliography 
Doreen Cronin is an award winning author of nine books including others that 
take place on Farmer Brown’s farm.  A list of her books: 
 
Click, Clack Moo: Cows that Type 
Click, Clack, Quackity-Quack 
Click, Clack, Splish, Splash 
Giggle, Giggle, Quack 
Duck for President 
Diary of a Worm 
Diary of a Spider 
Diary of a Fly 
Wiggle 
 
 
Internet: 
Readers Theater Script: 
http://teachers.net/lessons/posts/2277.html  
 
Learn about author Doreen Cronin: 
http://www.doreencronin.com/doreen.html  
 
Teaching Unit and Activities from PBS Kids site: 
http://pbskids.org/lions/cornerstones/click/   



 
 
 
 
Name: 
 
 

CLICK, CLACK Moo 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Put the events from the story into the correct order. 
 
the duck writes a message 
 

1.  

the hens will not lay eggs 
 

2.  

duck carries the messages 
 

3.  

the cows will not give milk 
 

4.  

Farmer Brown says no blankets  5.  

Farmer Brown's cows type a 
second note to the farmer 

6.  

Farmer Brown gives blankets 
to the animals  

7.  

The cows ask for blankets 
 

8.  

 



 
 
Name:  
 
 
Below are two notes from Click, Clack, Moo: Cows that Type.  They are 
each missing some words. Choose the correct words from the word box 
at the top of the page and fill in the blanks. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Farmer _________, 

The ________ is very ________ at night. 

We’d like some ___________ blankets. 

____________, 

The Cows 

 

 

 

 

 

_______ Cows and _________: 

There will be no electric __________. 

You are ________ and hens. 

I demand ________ and eggs. 

Sincerely, 

__________ Brown 

cold  Dear   Sincerely  Farmer 
 

Hens  blankets   electric  cows 
 

Brown   barn  milk 

 

 



 
 
Name: 
 

 
CLICK, CLACK Moo 

Cows that Type 
 

 

N Y R C B P I N Q E I A C D B 

F Y T Y P E E G Z P W M Z D Y 

C V H P U K M G H J X F P Y I 

H D P F I D H Z G J D A W M L 

I X Z R R Z X Y W S V I E E N 

C T T G E W A K N D T P J O J 

K S G B L Z Z Y O B L M T M W 

E J A W Y B Y H T A A O U L B 

N I B T I P Q D E R X N C C R 

M J C R O S K W L N E O A F P 

D I N N Y T E K N A L B A A L 

E H L K C I T R X F N Y P R C 

W U C K C U D O A D M L T M R 

R O M L L D D H D Y J H T E N 

W K Q Z U I L V W A W C A R T 
 

 

BARN 
BLANKET 
CHICKEN 

COLD 
COW 
DUCK 

EGGS 
FARMER 

MILK 
NOTE  

STRIKE 

TYPE







 



T I L L E S  C E N T E R  
L O N G  I S L A N D ’ S  P R E M I E R  C O N C E R T  H A L L .  

Tilles Center’s School Partnership
Program is a unique collaboration
between artists and educators
which uses the arts to foster
critical thinking, literacy skills,
creativity and problem solving. The
program includes in-school
workshops in music, dance, and
drama for students in Pre-K through
Grade 12. Workshops are created to
support and integrate within the
existing curriculum. All projects
culminate in a visit to Tilles Center
for a professional performance. For
more information, call 516- 299-
2388.

For 40 years, Tilles Center has been
host to more than 70 performances
each season by world- renowned
artists in music, theater and dance.
Tilles Center’s newly renovated
Concert Hall seats over 2,200
guests and features orchestral
performances, fully-staged operas,
ballets and modern dance, along
with Broadway shows, and all forms
of music, dance and theater from
around the world. 

 
Thanks to the generous support of
Eric and Sandra Krasnoff, the
Krasnoff Theater, formerly Hillwood
Recital Hall, has been refurbished
and expanded. 

SCHOOL PARTNERSHIPS

Arts Education programs are made possible, in part, by

the Gilbert and Rose Tilles Endowment for Arts Education. 
 

School Partnership Program Sponsors
Long Island Community Foundation, Bethpage Federal Credit Union,

and Salvatore and Mary Ranieri
 

Additional support provided by the Barbara Bell Cumming Charitable
Trust and Sandra L. and Steven P. Harris. 

 
 The 2022-23 presenting program receives funding from the New

York State Council on the Arts with the support of Governor
Kathy Hochul and the New York State Legislature. 
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